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HISTORICAL NOTES. 

South Carolina's History. — The Salem Register made the 
following observations in 1804 on several South Carolina 
works that were then new (See Charleston Courier, Tuesday, 
June 19, 1804): 

"Several late publications have assisted the knowledge of South 
Carolina. Drayton's view of South Carolina has real merit. We 
notice at the close of it, a chart of the entrance into Winyah bay. 
The writer observes 'that a short canal may be cut across North Island ; 
from eighteen feet of water in the bay, to twenty four feet of water 
in the sea. And by an estimate of Lieut. Col. Senf's, accompanying 
the same, it is supposed the canal may be effected for five thousand 
pounds sterling. ' He observes, 'a plan of this kind is much favoured 
by the citizens of Georgetown, as the approach to that place will 
thereby be attended with greater safety ; and its commerce be much 
increased by admitting vessels of heavier burthen, than those which 
can at present enter through the channel between North and South 
Islands. ' We notice with pleasure everything which promises increas- 
ing prosperity to our country; Governor Moultrie, a general in the 
American army, has favoured the world with memoirs of the Ameri- 
can revolution, so far as it related to the states of North and South 
Carolina and Georgia. In his preface the general observes, 'that he 
was induced to his undertaking, as he believed no one was furnished 
with such materials, and because his memory could link the documents 
together,' so as more completely to exhibit a history of the trans- 
actions. He acknowledges himself indebted to Doctor David Ramsay, 
the author of the Revolution of South Carolina, and of the History of 
the American Revolution. The works do not interfere, and from Mr. 
Drayton's extensive enquiries and Gen. Moultrie's documents, and the 
known talents of Dr. Ramsay, as well as the labors of Huet, Praser 
and others, South Carolina may boast of having furnished the most 
valuable materials for all parts of its history." 

That is what was said one hundred years ago. At least 
a dozen reviewers in the same number of different quarters 
of America have declared in recent years, since the appear- 
ance of Gen. McCrady's monumental work, that South 
Carolina to-day has the best written up history of any State 
in the Union. And so it has. Almost every phase of the 
State's history has been written up and covered by books or 
pamphlets — erroneously in many cases, it" is true — but still 
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these works are all of some service. But where are they? 
Only a few private collections and that of the Charleston 
Library Society contain a tenth of these books and pam- 
phlets. The library of South Carolina College has a small 
collection of them, those of Winthrop and Clemson colleges 
still smaller collections, while the Citadel has next to nothing, 
and the State Library is a disgrace to the State. Almost 
every important library in the North and several in the 
"West contain a larger collection of South Carolina books 
than either of our State institutions, and these libraries are 
adding every such book that they can find, while our State 
institutions either have not the funds with which to buy 
them or prefer unreliable encyclopaedic works by outsiders. 
Students of historical and economical questions in all parts 
of the Union are turning their attention to South Carolina as 
a fruitful field for study, but when they come here. they 
find tons of valuable records of which they can make little 
use because of the chaotic condition in which they are kept, 
and very few of the books which have been published about 
our State, and such books as they do find are neither classi- 
fied, catalogued nor indexed. Perhaps there are those who 
think historical work and the proper preservation of his- 
torical records of no practical value. Just let such people 
take a glance at the foregoing extract from the Massachu- 
setts newspaper, or let them ask Senator Tillman if South 
Carolina's claim against the General Government could ever 
have been settled without the papers in the case, and if he 
found any difficulty in getting those papers. If we are 
always ready to show what we have done, so will we be 
better able to show T what we can do. 

A Distinguished Visitor in 1770. — "Last Thursday Eve- 
ning landed here, from on board the Ship Brice, Capt. Muir, 
from Bristol, Sir William Draper, Knight of the Bath, an 
Honour conferred upon him, for having planned and ex- 
ecuted the Enterprise against the Manilla's (during the vir- 
tuous Administration of that justly celebrated Patriot, the 
Right Hon. William Pitt, afterwards created Earl of Chat- 
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ham) accompanied by Richard Collins, Esq; a Captain in his 
Majesty's Navy, and his Lady, intending to make the tour 
of America. The Reports of Sir William's coming in a 
public Character were not true." — The South- Carolina Ga- 
zette, Thursday, January 4, 1770. 

A Curious Case. — The South- Carolina and American Gen- 
eral Gazette of Tuesday, February 5, 1771, in giving an ac- 
count of the proceedings of the Court of General Sessions 
just concluded, said: 

"Of Twenty seven Bills given out to the Grand Jury, they found 
Twenty One. One of the Prisoners who was found not guilty by the 
Jury, without going out of Court, was a young Woman' from Craven 
County, under twenty Years of Age, indicted for stealing seventeen 
Horses. Her Beauty and elegant figure, joined to the native Inno- 
cence visible in her Countenance and the strangeness of the Accusa- 
tion, interested every Body in the Cause; her Council did her great 
Justice, and her Acquittal was received with universal Satisfaction." 

Belvedere. — The handsome estate now in possession of 
the Charleston Country Club was formerly the home of 
Thomas Shubrick. The present house was built about the 
end of the 18th., or beginning of the 19th., century, as the 
following extract from The City Gazette $■ Daily Advertiser 
for Tuesday, March 22, 1796, shows that a former dwelling 
on the same estate was burned in 1796: 

"Belvidere, the elegant seat of Thomas Shubrick, esq. three miles 
from this city, was yesterday morning destroyed by fire. We are in- 
formed that all the furniture, except what was in the lower story, was 
consumed." 

Col. Thomas ISTeel. — The following letter was written by 
Col. Thomas Neel, of the New Acquisition Regiment, to 
John Edwards, a member of the then Privy Council of 
South Carolina: 

Sir be pleased to let the bearer Andrew Armor have the amount of the 
two acompts I give into the hand of the President if granted by the 
Council the one is in my name the other in the name of James Davies 
Dear sir your Complience will much oblige your Humbel 

Servant 
May 29th 1776. Thos : Neel 

To M»' John Edwards Esq? 
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Return of Capt. Robert Goodwyn's Company, August 7, 
1775.— On August 7, 1775, Lt. Col. Wm. Thomson, com- 
manding the 3rd. Regiment (rangers) sent to the Council of 
Safety returns of the four companies (Goodwyn's, Ker- 
shaw's, Richardson's and Woodward's) of his regiment then 
encamped at the Mineral Springs, near the Congarees (See 
Salley's History of Orangeburg County, 1704.-1782, p. 414). 
Three of the four returns are in the Laurens Collection of 
the South Carolina Historical Society and were published 
on pages 119-123 of Vol. I., of this magazine, with a foot- 
note statement that the return of Goodwyn's company was 
missing. This return was recently purchased at the sale, 
by the Anderson Auction Co., of New York, of the MS. 
collection of the late J. H. V. Arnold, of New York, by Mr. 
Yates Snowden for his private collection, and is as follows : 

A return of the officers, non-commissioned Officers & Privates of 
the Company of Captain Goodwyn, now in Camp at the Mineral 
Springs near the Congrees. 

1st: Lieut': Charles Heatley 
2 nd : . .. David Hopkins 
Serjeants. John Easom . . 

Merry M^: Guire 
Private, Henry Wiley. .Drummer 

James Randolph 1 

John Snellen 2 

Gilbert Gibson 3 

W'»: Partridge 4 

W»>: Hubboard 5 

Solomon Peters 6 

James Anderson 7 

Joseph Wells 8 

Thomas Millar 9 

Gardener Williams ... 10 

Wm : Lee 11 

Benjn : Hodge 12 

Hicks Chappell 13 

Lewis Broadaway .... 14 

John Tapley 15 

Charles Divver 16 

W»>: Fouist 17 

Burrell Fouist 18 

Lewis Coon 19 

Gunrod Coon 20 

Gibert Gibson Congs-..21 

John Johns 22 

Elijah Peters 23 

John Jackson 24 



W m . . .Laceter 25 

William Winningham 26 

Jesse Killingsworth 27 

Briant Adams 28 

Benjamin Gibson 29 

John Gibson 30 

The above is a True List of 
Officers Non Commission'd officers 
& Privates belonging to the fifth- 
Company of Rangers commanded 
by Collonel Wm : Thomson. 

Given under my hand this 
7'h- Augt: 1775./. 

Robert Goodwyn 
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Endorsed : Return of Capt Robt- 
Goodwyn's Comp of 
Rangers 7 Augt. 1775 
Reed, nth- 



